THE ALLIANCE FOR THE UNIVERSITY FOR PEACE / UPEACE CENTRE THE HAGUE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2023

INTRODUCTION 
The Foundation the Alliance for the University for Peace / UPEACE Centre The Hague is pleased to present its annual report 2023. UPEACE Centre The Hague, established in 2012 as a European Centre of the University for Peace in Costa Rica (UPEACE Costa Rica), decided in the course of 2017 to continue to fulfil its core function to represent UPEACE Costa Rica in the Netherlands and Europe with an aim to contribute to higher education and research in the field of peace and conflict management studies. Since 2018, UPEACE Centre The Hague invested considerable time and effort to reinvigorate its network to realize its main goals i) to attract students to study at UPEACE Costa Rica and ii) to engage in special projects related to 2nd track diplomacy and iii) to facilitate cooperation and/or partnerships with relevant universities and institutions in Western Europe. 

UPEACE CENTRE THE HAGUE (UPH) 

Composition 

In 2023 the Board of the Alliance/ UPEACE Centre The Hague is composed of: 

Robert Serry (Chairman) - Former Ambassador for the Netherlands and former UN special envoy in Jerusalem 

Yonet Schroder (Secretary) – Board member, Lutfia Rabbani Foundation  

Paul Wolff (Treasurer) - Coach for entrepreneurs and advisor to private businesses 

Arlinda Rrustemi – Researcher and Lecturer on Peace and Conflict Studies at various Universities

Diederik Kramers – Communications Specialist
Board members do not receive a salary for their work. They are only entitled to reimbursement of expenses. 






ACTIVITIES IN 2023 

UPeace Netherlands Scholarship

Criteria and eligibility for the UPeace Netherlands Scholarship was defined and subsequently promoted on the website and social media platforms. Under an exceptional arrangement two Ukrainian students were funded. They graduated in June, 2024.
Events 
A panel discussion was organised at Leiden University on March 17th on peace building with the UPH Chairman as main speaker followed by a dinner. A portion of the event programme was dedicated to promoting the scholarship programme. 
A trilateral dialogue meeting (partly closed) was held at Kasteel Oud Poelgeest between September 20 – 22nd to enable an in depth discussion of the prospect of an inclusive or confederal arrangement as possible tools to revive hope in a two state outcome. Experts attending represented Jordan, Palestine and Israel. Since October 7th and the ensuing war, the dialogue (Holy Land Confederation HLC) continues through online meetings. 
Communications
UPH hired an intern in the Spring of 2023 to manage the social media accounts, particularly Instagram, in order to develop a stronger ‘brand image’  to attract students to study at UPEACE Costa Rica and to profile UPH’s scholarship opportunities. The intern was also tasked with engaging and expanding UPH’s target audience and followers on social media.

Considerable effort was put into profiling the mission of UPH: to support students interested in studying at UPEACE Costa Rica to expand their knowledge on peacebuilding, conflict resolution and peace education. 
Contacts with other institutions
The UPH Treasurer travelled to Costa Rica to represent UPH at the annual Council meeting. He held several meetings while there to discuss pressing issues such as accreditation and scholarship promotion. 
OUTLOOK 2024
UPeace Centre The Hague continues to support and represent the University for Peace. Bearing in mind that overall enrolment at the University for Peace is down and there are fewer scholarships on offer, improved communication with the University for Peace is recommended to encourage increased course certification which will lead to higher enrolment. 
Focus will be on the intermediation of (western) European students and to promote the scholarship program. Objective is to intermediate at least 3 students and to grant scholarships amounting in total to EUR 32.000 being the full amount available for this calendar year. 

A webinar will be organised in early 2024 in cooperation with the University for Peace to include alumni, and like minded institutions to promote UPeace University and our scholarship programme.
UPeace The Hague will reach out to other educational institutions in the Netherlands informing them of UPH role and scholarship opportunities.
The HLC dialogue will be continued by the European Institute of Peace.
An alumni meet and greet event will be organised in 2024.
Efforts will be made to maintain and expand social media platforms and update the website.
Finally, the Board composition has changed with Diederik Kramers vacating his position. Juliet van den Nieuwendijk will assume this Board position effective January 2024.

